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I guess it’s a hangover from my own school days and a lifetime of teaching, but I still think of the time from September 
onwards as the Autumn Term, a time of year that is packed full of many special days on the lead up until Christmas. There 
is Harvest Festival followed by Halloween, All Saints and All Souls, Bonfire Night, Remembrance Sunday, Advent,           
Christingle, the Carol Service and eventually Christmas Day itself and now I have an American daughter-in-law and half 
American grandchildren Thanksgiving also features in our family celebrations.  

It’s a time of year when we have formal opportunities to think about and be thankful 
for the good gifts God gives us, to give thanks for the lives of people who have gone        
before us including all those who were injured or gave their lives for others in war. It’s 
a time when we can make preparations for all that will happen at Christmas but it is 
also a time to prepare ourselves. 
We had beautiful Harvest Thanksgiving services in both congregations and thank you 
to everyone who donated so generously for the needy in our communities. It was  
Ven Norman Russell’s last service at Almancill, so we were sad to bid him and Vicki 
farewell, but glad to welcome Rev John and Gill Calvert back for a few weeks.  
Now we look forward to Remembrance Sunday on 13th November followed by a 
United Service on 20th at Lagoa. This is an opportunity for us all to worship together. 
There will be coffee in the cloisters after the service and lunch in a local restaurant  is 
being organised for a time of fellowship afterwards. We do hope you will be able to 
come....more details to follow. 
We ask you to pray for Kurt Pardon as he prepares to be admitted as a Lay Reader by 
Bishop John at the United Service. 

 
Jenny Wills 

Bishop’s Warden 
Dates for your diary 
 
November  13th  Remembrance Sunday 
  20th United Service, Lagoa 
 
December  2nd -4th   International Evangelical Church’Bethlehem Village’ 
  4th  Christmas Fair at Sao Bras where All Saints will be having a stall. 
  4th  Joint Carol Service (Christians across the Algarve).... Vale Judeu  8pm 
  18th  Carol Service both congregations 
  24th Midnight Holy Communion Service at Lagoa 
  25th  Christmas Day Holy Communion, ASCA, Almancil 
 

 
Father Paul writes.....Where’s your focus this Christmas? 
 
Let’s be honest, with the children (or grandchildren) reminding you already of what they would 
like for their Christmas presents, then there is what shall we do, where shall we go, who shall we 
invite, decorating the house, not to mention the tree, and its only November. There are so many 
things to distract us at Christmas, yet we ought to be focused on one thing (difficult isn’t it). The 
Son of God came to earth to save us. Check your Scriptures and you will find the story is not  
everything we ‘hold dear’, it’s not even certain Jesus was born in a stable, it may have been an 
outhouse or something similar. What we do know is that a very heavily pregnant young girl  
travelled to Bethlehem on a donkey, think about it ladies, and worse, when she got there all the 
conventional accommodation was full. We do know Mary was a virgin and that this was a  



miraculous birth. We also know that in 30 short years that baby would start a three year ministry that would shatter the 
earth. With His crucifixion, we would be set free. Free from sin, free from the need to keep the rules, just free. Under Grace! 
Think about the shortest verse in the Bible, “He wept”. Why? because he looked down on Jerusalem and saw what fate 
awaited Him. Christmas is the start of Christ’s journey, and ours, to the cross. He died, we were free. I have no problem with 
Christmas, but let’s keep focused on what it’s really all about.  That doesn’t stop you enjoying all the other treats, just  
remember! 

  
(illustration painted by Jose Gaga, ASCA Resident) 

 
 
The Church Mice are busy preparing items to sell. We hope to have stalls in at least two places in the Algarve. The first one is 
already booked at Sao Bras Fair on 4th December. Jane Caulfield- Kerney is organising this on the day. 
We will be having a Christmas Hamper Raffle which is being organised by Janet Martin and Cynthia Croft at Almancil.  
Donations for prizes would be much appreciated. Please give donations of Raffle prizes or items to sell to Marina, Sue Mo or 
Jenny W and Janet and Cynthia C. at Almancil. 
 

Financial Report 
 
The previous e-letter went out in September which 
showed our financial situation up to the end of August 
and therefore the financial graphs for this month’s e-
letter have two months’ data on since our previous 
report i.e. September and October. Although both 
months show our receipts coming in slightly under 
budget our expenditure in these two months was also 
lower than predicted. As can be seen on the graph of 
Surplus/Deficit to date we are where we had expected 
to be financially when the budget forecast was origi-
nally drawn up. In previous years we have usually had 
some income from wedding blessings but this year we 
have had none. We did however have a fun and enjoy-
able fund raising event – the Treasure Hunch – organ-
ised by Sue Minnis and Jane C-K. Thanks to all the hard 
work that went into this event which raised 315 Euros 
for Church funds. And now at last we have a date, time 
and venue for Terry’s Great Beard Off. After many dec-
ades of having some facial hair he is going to be clean 
shaven – well at least for a day or two. On Saturday 
November 12th at 3 pm at Ian and Wendy Sneyd’s 
house near Silves the deed will be done. All are wel-
come to come along and share tea, cake and biscuits 
whilst Terry’s face is revealed! And if you still wish to 
sponsor Terry – proceeds going to Church funds – there 
is still time, either to sponsor the beard coming off or 
to keep it on. Just contact me or the man himself. 
 
Sue Moore - Treasurer 
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A November Field 
The tractor ploughs a lonely field 
Seen through November mist; 
Which, to the rising sun doth yield 
The earth is gently kissed. 
 
The earth is gently kissed, 
And melts remaining frost 
But yet a chill does still persist 
For thousands here were lost. 
 
For thousands here were lost. 
They fought for this same soil 
These thousands paid the awful cost 
In blood, and pain, and toil. 
 
In blood, and pain, and toil, 
‘Gainst shell, and gun, and bomb 
They fought, these men, courageous, loyal 
The Battle of the Somme. 
 
By Nigel Beeton 
Nigel Beeton writes: November is the month for Remembrance, and this November is special, for the 16th Novem-
ber marks the centenary of the end of one of the most protracted, most bloody, and least successful military battles 
of all time. I pity those who have to tend the fields where so very many died 
 
 

ASCA Handicrafts 
 

An enjoyable morning was spent at ASCA 
painting designs for Chrismas cards...at least  
one of  which will be used by ASCA for their 
Christmas card and email  
greetings to all their associates and  
supporters.  The numbers of residents and 
Day centre members taking part seem to 
grow and grow. This week we worked with 
eight residents plus seventeen in the Day 
Centre. All the volunteers who take part 
agree that it is also so much more than the 
craft activity but an opportunity to build 
relationships with the elderly people.  
It is wonderful to see the interactions hap-
pening which cross language barriers. 
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