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Already we have passed Epiphany and are looking into the new year with
hope and anticipation. I hope that 2017 will be a year of blessing for you
and your family. We give thanks for answered prayers in 2016 and wonder
what God has in store for us in this new year. There are worldwide
uncertainties and some closer to home, with all that Brexit entails, but we
can trust in our faithful God, so unchanging, to hang onto and uplift us
whatever comes our way.
2016 was a good year for review in All Saints and as a result new initiatives
are ongoing and beginning. We have welcomed new members in both
congregations and have continued to build relationships in the communities
in which we live and worship.
The church council will need some new members later this year and there are also a few small jobs which we
really hope to get some volunteers to do. Just a reminder...church doesn’t just happen and there has to be input
from many members of our church family, who are all volunteers, who work together to enable you to have a
place of worship on Sunday morning and the opportunity of support and fellowship at other times. If you have a
few hours a week free and can offer to help in any way please speak to me or to Janet or Marina our Wardens.
Happy New Year
Jenny Wills, Bishop’s Warden
Dates for your diary
January
28th Walk with Sue Minnis and ICEA 10.00am see below
February10th
March

Church Mice 10.00am Jenny Wills’ house near Tunes reply to this email if you need directions
1st
1st
3rd

Ash Wednesday Services Almancil 10.30 Lagoa 11.00
Lent and the Lenten Challenge begin
Women’s World Day of Prayer Service at ICF, Portimao 6pm

Father Paul writes.... What’s your vision for 2017?
We all know that new year’s resolutions have little chance of surviving
past the third week of January, but what about your vision for this year?
Almancil and Lagoa both have challenges, but the good news is that we
have a great family of people to tackle and use every opportunity. We all
want to see growth in the congregations, but we also need to be focusing on spiritual maturity. The more teaching I hear and read tells me that
there is so much more for all of us, including me, to learn. Do you read
your Bible every day? Do you have good teaching notes to help you?
Madeline and I use Every Day With Jesus, which we really appreciate,
but there are other great daily study notes available. Many are free to
download from the internet, some will send you daily notes by email. If
you have access to God TV via the internet or Sky there are so many
resources available. Ask others in the congregation what teachers or
ministries they have found to be helpful. A few minutes teaching on a
Sunday morning simply isn’t enough if you REALLY want to grow. That’s
my challenge for 2017, grow your faith and knowledge of Jesus Christ,
Father God and the Holy Spirit. That’s the sort of vision we need.
Can you do it?

Fancy a walk next Saturday?
It’s great to share activities and build friendships with Christians from other churches across the
Algarve. Sue Minnis, who lives at Gorjoes near Loule, writes:
I am walk leader for IECA (International Evangelical Church Algarve) on Sat 28th January, starting at
my house at 1000 or car sharing from IECA at 0930.
It will be a 2 hour walk depending on the pace, tracks, lanes and road with one uphill of note!!
For directions mail Sue Minnis suejoyminnis@hotmail.co.uk
Hoping some of you will join me!!
Sue
What touches your heart?
Many of us have our own special charity or organisation that we support as well as those that we hear about in times of crisis, or through our Church.
Something will have touched our hearts at the time that makes that particular need very special or personal to us.
That's what happened to me when I first met and heard Jill Kinsey speak about her work in Lesotho, and in particular about
Pulane Children's Centre. This was the second such centre Jill had opened in Lesotho, the first being in Semonkong. It wasn't
just the photos of the gorgeous smiling faces of the children in her care, it was Jill herself, so passionate about the work, so
full of love for the children, and so determined to provide a better life, offering hope and a future for each one, that captured
my attention.
Jill had lived on the Algarve until her husband passed away, and suddenly Jill knew she needed to find a new purpose to her
life, and with Jesus in her heart, and a desire to serve Him wherever He led her, that desire took her to work for Dorcas Aid in
Mozambique at a time when it was very dangerous and conditions were desperate. It was on retirement from Dorcas Aid
that she was approached to set up a children's centre in Lesotho, and the Semonkong Children's Centre was opened in a disused Methodist Church compound. This was followed by a further centre in Pulane at a disused agricultural project site. I
joined Jill there, three years later in 2011, for a six week visit.
My first experience of Africa, a world far away from the comfort and commodities of 21st Century Northern Europe, and I
was captivated by the natural beauty of this tiny landlocked mountain kingdom, it's people, and the quite amazing work that
was being done in the name of Jesus, in this rural community of rondavels and rivers.
Jill and Grant Strugnell, her co-founder, together with their team of local people, turned the rundown and abandoned agricultural project site, into a home and safe haven for a growing number of aids orphaned, and HIV positive children. A place
where they were loved and cared for, where they were educated locally, and still able to stay in contact with their wider family if any existed.
Supported by Churches across their border in South Africa, as well as Churches in Holland, the UK and here in Portugal. Jill's
home Church being the Evangelical Church at Vale Judeu.
Sometimes a financial struggle, it was often in the early years, that our Lord miraculously provided for their every
need. Watching over the centres and protecting them from evil threats and even Jill's own safety at times. Her faith and determination, and a sure knowledge that this was where God wanted her to be, coupled with the prayers of many people
around the world, has ensured that this project has not only survived, but blossomed and grown.
The Semonkong Centre is now run by the Lesotho Methodist Church, and Jill retired from the overall responsibility of running
Pulane Centre last September.
After a few years away from Pulane, enough time to meet and marry Emily, and have a baby daughter Jane, Grant returned
with his wife and daughter to take over the running of the centre when Jill retired.
Jill still lives in her house at the centre, and continues in a role as adviser, and 'mother' to every one of those children.
If you would like to read more about the children's centre you can look them up on http://www.pulanechildren.org/
Here is Grants latest newsletter.

January 2017
Last year was a really full, challenging, and wonderful year for our family. In the first part of the year we wrestled
with how to be more involved in the work at PCC, and as the year progressed we found ourselves moving and taking on a leadership role at the Centre. That has brought with it many joys and many challenges.
It’s a wonderful joy to wake up in the mountains every day, enjoy our work, and know we are doing something of
great value. On the other hand, our remote location means simple tasks like going to the grocery store or bank can
take the whole day. And we often miss being able to share life with people of our same culture. One thing that is
both a joy and a challenge is the responsibility we have to make sure that this home for 84 children prospers.

We are blessed to have the support of family and friends that has allowed us to make the move to Lesotho this year. But not only us personally. As we look back at 2016, it’s amazing to see how many people
have been involved in supporting PCC and helping us make sure it keeps going and improving.
The Christmas fundraiser has been a great example. We set out with a goal in mind, and with your help
we reached it and exceeded it! We are now in a position to be able to buy new school shoes, uniforms
and bags for all of our children, as well as have a little extra to go towards school fees.
Our PCC Christmas celebrations included a special meal and each child receiving a Team Hope shoe
box that contained toys, stationery, and other useful things. We also had a wonderful Christmas party with
our staff, where Emily made pancakes and I made coffee: a chance for them to experience our culture.
Emily, Jane and I spent Christmas with my family in South Africa, where Jane got a chance to spend
quality time with her cousins. Her older cousin, Mackenzie, taught her how to bravely shout, “Bombs
away,” and jump into the pool. It quickly became her favorite trick.
As we face 2017, we have so many ideas and projects in mind to make Pulane Children’s Centre the best
home possible for the children who need it. We look forward
to sharing those ideas with you all, and seeing where things
go in the year ahead.
Please keep checking our website for up to date information
on projects, ways to be involved, and ways to keep in touch.
We wish you all a wonderful 2017 ahead.

Please pray for the work, and all the children that call this wonderful place home. They have many needs, all of
which you can read about on line. You can subscribe to Grants newsletter each month or Jill's 'Forever Friends'
newsletter.
<>< <>< <><

If you have a story to share about your favourite charity or ministry, please send it to Jenny so that we can include
it in our newsletter.
I know that within the congregation of All Saints there are many people supporting work all over the world. It
would be lovely to hear about it, pray about it, and who knows, it may even touch someone else's heart just as it
did yours.
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Financial Report
Happy New Year to you all – and we are already
INCOME 2016
more than half way through January. The Church
Council is pleased to report that financially we
finished 2016 with less of a deficit than had been
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raised. This came from Church Mice sales going
on throughout the month at both locations, the
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Christmas Fair at São Bras – 289 Euros - and the
Christmas raffle – 344 Euros. A big thank you
goes out to everyone who was involved in all the
activities.
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surplus rather than a deficit. Full details of all our
income and expenditure throughout 2016 and
any significant changes compared to the previous year and budget will be in the accounts that are prepared for the

Sue Moore - Treasurer
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ACM. On behalf of the Church Council
thank you to everyone who has supported All Saints financially in 2016 and
we pray that you will continue to do so
in 2017. Your giving blesses us as a
Church and enables us to continue to
bless our Lord Jesus at Almancil and
Lagoa.
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Have you any ideas for your Lenten Challenge this year?
Now is the time to think about how you can raise some money during Lent...and the church council are very happy to report
that all the money raised will be distributed to charities supported by All Saints so that in itself is a very good reason to put
your skills to good use.
The Lenten Challenge has become an important fundraiser in the life of All Saints, and is an opportunity for everyone to be
involved in doing something practical during Lent. When we started the Warden’s Lenten Challenge in 2011 we had no idea
that it would still be happening so many years later. It has evolved and each year people come up with new ideas. Last year
was no exception and people who hadn’t been involved before took up the challenge and thought of new fundraising ideas.
Even if you haven’t taken part before maybe this is an opportunity for you to rise to the challenge.
You will be given 10 euros from All Saints funds, and I challenge you to double it at the very least. This idea is based on the
parable of the talents…..Matthew 25: 14 -30. The amount raised each year has been increasing and together you raised
about 2000 euros for the past couple of years which was increasing the money tenfold!! Can we do it again? That’s my challenge.
Have you decided what you are going to do?
Here are some ideas people have used in the past:
Making various things to sell ...including cakes, preserves and soups, pots of bulbs, knitted and sewn items, a music CD
Social events....Lent lunches, quiz and games nights for friends, Cornish tea, Fashion show, Master Chef Dinners
Providing services....taxi service for friends, painting animal portraits, cleaning,
You could go to a car boot sale, clean cars, do gardening....be inventive... the possibilities are endless.
You have until Easter Sunday – 16th April 2017 to complete the challenge.
Envelopes containing 10 euros will be distributed on the last Sunday of February so you have time to think about it.
Jenny Wills

Craft sessions at ASCA
In the recent ARTE BE CULTURA magazine published by ASCA we got a mention.

Now Spring has sprung and the group are working again. Here are this
weeks’pictures
celebrating
Algarvean almond
blossom ...
also on page 1.
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