ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CHURCH NEWSLETTER

AUGUST 2016

So much has happened since the last newsletter which was sent out in June and I
send my apologies that you didn’t receive one last month. Instead attached is a ‘10th
Anniversary edition’ which contains photos of our birthday celebrations plus the
history of All Saints.
During this summer we have enjoyed some opportunities for fellowship between our
two congregations... as well as our 10th Anniversary party Michael and Dee Mitchell
hosted a birthday celebration for Her Majesty the Queen, Rev Jackie hosted a Movie
Singalong Night to ‘Mama Mia’ which was well attended by members of both
congregations, their families and friends and this coming Tuesday Lagoa
congregation have organised a Fellowship Meal which actually will also be
a farewell to Rev Dudley Greenshields and his wife Carolyn who have been
looking after Almancil congregation for the whole of August. We have
really enjoyed their visit and hope they have enjoyed being here. .. so
thank you to them both for becoming part of our Church Family for a short
while and . ...and thanks to Dudley for the insight into the 10 Commandments. Almancil congregation will be pleased to know they will be having a
return visit from the Ven Norman Russell and his wife Vicki for four weeks
and this will lead us up to the beginning of October when Rev John and Gill
Calvert return to the Algarve.
Our Warden for Lagoa, Katie Bodsworth, has so much going on in her life right
now that she has decided that the time has come for her to stand down from
this demanding role. We all want to thank Katie for the considerable amount of
work she has put in during her time as Warden. Marina Hardy has agreed after
consultation with Bishop John, Father Paul and the Church Council to step into
the role as Acting Warden for Lagoa until the next ACM. Please keep Katie and
her family and Marina in your prayers as they both face new challenges.
Jenny Wills
Bishop’s Warden

Dates for your diary
September 18th
24th
October
2nd
November 13th
20th

Bring and share afternoon tea 2.30pm at Jenny Wills to meet up with Manasseh and
Catrin on their honeymoon
Treasure Hunch 4pm starting at Sue Minnis’ home, Gorjoes more info to follow
Harvest Festival
Remembrance Sunday
United Service at Lagoa

Father Paul writes.... I am the righteousness of God through Christ Jesus
How often do you tell yourself this? We have been looking at this at Lagoa over the last weeks, reminding
ourselves that whatever we may have done in the past, or the future, we are washed clean by the blood of Christ.
You may say, we know that, but my question to you is, how well do you know that? Do you know deep down
inside your very soul, that Jesus has done everything by His sacrifice. We tend to be quite focused on what we
do, good deeds, helping others, loving and caring, all of them great and to be encouraged. But it doesn’t depend
on us, and I believe we struggle with that in one way or another. How can you do anything which even comes
within a million light years of what Christ has already done for you? We are right with God because of what Jesus
has done, not by anything we have done (or will do). It’s human nature to look at our own actions, to feel we can
earn the love of God. Do you hold on to anything from the past? Something you have done that you feel guilty
about, join the club. Dig deep and make sure that there is nothing you are hanging on to, because God has
already forgotten, so you should as well. Tell yourself every day, I am the righteousness of God through Christ
Jesus, and believe it.

Prayer Corner
Just recently we have had much to pray for within our Church family, personal
families and friendship groups, as well as for the world and it's ever mounting
problems. Sometimes it can be overwhelming. Each of us has a different
strategy for prayer - when and where we pray, how we pray etc.,
In Galatians 6 v 2, the Apostle Paul reminds us to "carry each other's burdens,
and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ". I was reading this passage as
part of my Word for Today daily devotional, although the topic and message
were different to my thoughts below.
"Carry each other's burden" - that's what we do in prayer. In its most simple function, knowing that we pray for
them, it is a comfort to the sick, the worried, the lonely. For those that believe, we know it is the best thing that
we can do, alongside any practical help. As we pray to the Father through the Holy Spirit, asking Him to make our
prayers pleasing to the Lord, we are not just 'doing something' ourselves, but we are partnering with Him. As we
join with each other, and our prayers are transformed into a 'fragrant offering', 'Holy and pleasing to the Lord', we
are putting our faith in action, and interceding on behalf of others. Loving one another as Christ loves us - this is
the law of Christ. The dictionary meaning of interceding is " to act or interpose on behalf of someone in difficulty
or trouble, as by pleading or petition".
By way of encouragement to us when we do not always see the answer to prayer we are looking for, or there
seems to be so much prayer that we feel overwhelmed - when carrying each other's burdens becomes difficult,
take courage and read verses 9 and 10 below. If you need prayer please email so I can include you in the prayer
email. If you just want private prayer please ask.
"Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up".
"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of
believers".

God bless
Marina
email marina_hardy@hotmail.co.uk 964820392 / 282423145

Camp Sonshine
This summer four members of our church family John, Gifty, Jay
and Claudia all went to Camp Sonshine again run by Vale Judeu
Evangelical Church. It sounds like they all had fun and here is
what Jay had to say:
On the first day, we spent most of the afternoon playing water games.
After having dinner, we gone to the church, where we received a
rundown of everything.
On the second day, after having breakfast, we gone to the church and we
talked about something. After having lunch, we gone to the beach for the
afternoon, and had McDonalds for dinner. After the church session in the
evening, we danced for about half an hour before having supper and
heading off to bed.
On the third day, we did the same morning activities, then we gone to the swimming pools in Loulé for the afternoon. That
evening, we watched The Prince of Egypt.
On the third day, stuff happened in the morning, then at about 11AM people gone to Aquashow, then I arrived just in time
for lunch, then we spent until 5PM in Aquashow. In the evening, we talked about our lives and we wrote stuff on cardboard
that was stuck to people’s backs.
On the fourth day, we gone to the swimming pools again, and in the evening we did the talent show.
On the fifth day, we had breakfast then gone home.
NB Here is a note from Katie, Jay’s mother:
I would like to add that he brought the paper that was taped to him home and it is taped to his wardrobe. There are some
very complimentary things on there!

Thank you to all who made Camp Sonshine possible and for the opportunity for our young people to take part!

Financial Report

Cummulative Surplus/(Deficit) 2016
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Earlier in the year it was decided that we would re-instate the Finance Committee and I’m happy to say that
Colin Willis and Jackie Teasdale agreed to join me on that Committee. We have had two successful meetings
and will be drawing up a budget for 2017 to present to the Council in November so that we can start 2017 with
a clear idea of where we stand and what we want to achieve financially during the year.
The combined figures for June and July have come in slightly better than budgeted – June’s surplus being
better than predicted and July’s surplus a bit less. Overall up to the end of July our deficit to date of
expenditure over income has come in at just over 700 Euros less than predicted. In July we sent our annual
donation of 350 Euros to Rwanda for Naomih’s schooling. And this month – August – we send our contribution
for Jean Paul’s ordinand training.
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As usual in the heat of July and August fund raising
takes a back seat but an event is in progress. After
having had a moustache for 42 years and a beard for
the last 23 years Terry has agreed to go clean shaven
for the sake of All Saints. He already has several
sponsors – one of whom has paid for him to keep his
beard and moustache on!! – but if anyone else would
like to support Terry in his Great Beard Shave Off then
let him or me know. The date and venue for the actual
deed has yet to be finalised but it will be soon.
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Sue Moore - Treasurer
Surplus/Deficit Income/Expenditure 2016
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Another birthday celebration
There was a special birthday celebration
for our music leader Ann Stubbings at
coffee time in Almancil on 7th August .
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I have recently received a very
interesting newsletter from
Manasseh and Catrin about their life
and plans for their future ministry.
Please reply to this email if you would
like me to send you a copy.
Also please feel free to send me any
photographs you have taken of AS
events that you would like included
in our newsletter.
I will fit them in if I can.
JW
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